
HARN HOMESTEAD MUSEUM SCHOOLHOUSE/HARN TOUR PROGRAM CURRICULUM GUIDE

For most people, there is a certain nostalgia associated with the idea of a one-room school despite the fact that few of us attended one. We seem to associate basic American virtues with that most basic form of public education Whether or not that correlation holds true in all cases, the images hold sway in our minds. The loan teacher with a room full of students; hauling water in an old oaken bucket; the smell of wool garments drying by a wood burning stove; the sound of chalk clicking on slate boards; the warmth of a late Indian summer followed by the shivering days of winter students here and gone as the farm work demands – all of these things and many more were a part of life in a one-room school Bring those times alive for you and for your students. Help them to learn by living the past, by experiencing a moment of life from a century ago.


Harn Homestead’s Schoolhouse Program gives you a chance to bring your students into the atmosphere of an authentic one-room school. We have restored and furnished Stoney Point School which first appeared on the Logan County property register in 1897 and continued in use until July 1947. In 1988 we purchased the schoolhouse and moved it to the Homestead property in Oklahoma City. As of March 1989 it again became a living schoolhouse, as well as a focal point of Harn Homestead’s educational program.


The Schoolhouse Program exists for you and your students. We have provided the environment and the materials but the ultimate success of any cultural program lies with the participants. We have prepared this packet so that you can use it with a minimal investment of time. 

The Harn Homestead Schoolhouse/Harn Tour is an educational program designed for students in grades 3 through 5. The Harn Homestead Museum has provided a curriculum guide for scheduled group leaders to prepare for the Schoolhouse Program which includes introductory materials, information about the field trip and pre-and post visit activities.


Students and teachers alike experience life in a one-room schoolhouse in our authentic 1897 Stoney Point School. Dressed in the style of the period, the schoolmarm or master requires their costumed “scholars” to maintain the discipline and decorum of earlier school days.


The Harn Homestead Museum offers a variety of educational programs from mid-September through June. The Territorial Farm Program is a hands-on, living museum program for K-2 students that allow them to participate in many activities and daily chores on a turn-of-the-century Oklahoma farmstead. 

HOW TO USE THIS PACKET

The packet contains the narrative material needed to carry out the Schoolhouse Program. The activities sheets may be reproduced for regular classroom use or for use at the Stoney Point. The historical material is necessarily brief. It should be supplemented with your own knowledge of and materials for the period.

Following a brief historical account of 19th century education in Oklahoma Territory is a description of the subjects covered in the one-room schoolhouse program along with suggested lessons. The organization of teach section is as follows: first, a description of the particular activity as it was carried out in a 19th century school; second, suggestions for your re-creation of that activity or subject at Stoney Point; and lastly, a list of pre-visit activities for your class. 

You may, of course, develop your own curriculum to follow and we encourage you to expand upon our basic program. We do recommend that you prepare your class as thoroughly as possible for the re-creation. The more realistic the learning experience, the more enduring the memory.

THE ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY


The availability of public education for children is a basic American assumption, as it was for the early homesteaders in Oklahoma. Schools were among the first structures built in Oklahoma Territory and were often the only public building in a rural area, serving as community centers as well. It was the focus of the community and the activities there were of interest to all.


These early schools were often subscription schools where each child paid $1.00 per month while attending. In rural areas, children attended school only when they were not needed on the family farm. In the 1890s the school year usually ran from October through April and was divided into two terms. Teachers grouped students ranging in age from six to adults by their level of ability. Eight levels were required for graduating, and students met together in the one-room school where one teacher prepared individual lessons for as many as thirty students. 


There were seldom any materials or furnishings available other than what the parents could provide. Paper was a scarce luxury so students worked on individual slate boards or at the blackboard. Drilling, memorization and recitation were the teacher’s tools. Younger students learned by hearing to the lessons of the higher levels many times. Furnishings, like materials, were not standardized, and students shared desks of varying sizes and styles, or sat upon whatever benches were available. Usually the teacher’s desk was on an elevated platform at the front of the room. Next to the desk was a recitation bench. Other furnishings in the room might include the U. S. flag, a bookcase, maps or a globe, pictures of a president or two, and whatever other decorations the teacher could provide. Often the teacher or an artistic student used a delicate paper stencil and colored chalk to draw seasonal designs on the blackboard. Student desks were aligned in rows on either side of a pot-bellied stove in the middle of the room. Usually girls sat on one side and boys on the other. Hooks or nails were provided on the wall at the back of the room where students hung their coats along with a bench for removing overshoes and under which students could place their lunches. Usually there was a crock or bucket for water with one dipper which everyone used. 


Reflective of the values of the time and to keep the activity organized, teachers required a stricter standard of discipline than students follow today. At all times, students sat with both feet on the floor facing forward in their desks. When not doing tasks, they kept their hands folded on the desk or in their laps. Students did not speak without raising their hand and receiving permission, and then only after standing. No matter what might pass outside the schoolhouse, students kept their heads facing forward – to turn around and look, invited punishment. Teachers used physical punishment with more freedom than today, but there were other methods. One form of punishment was to have a student stand, facing a corner of the room. Or, drawing a small circle high on the blackboard, the teacher had disruptive students stretch to place their noses in the circle. For more serious offenses the teacher might require a student to stand for a time with arms outstretched, palms up, holding a heavy book on each hand. A ferule or ruler rapped sharply across the hand usually improved a student’s behavior or brought roving attention back to the work at hand.


The school day began early for the teacher, who arrived in time to bring in the coal or wood, start the fire and prepare for the day. The students would begin to arrive – on horseback, walking or, more rarely, in a wagon. At 9:00 the teacher emerged and rang the bell calling the students to class. Boys would line up on one side, girls on the other. The line of girls would enter, followed by the line of boys. Students would remain standing by their desks for opening exercises. The atmosphere in the classroom was quiet and very formal by today’s standards. Students addressed teachers by title, and the teacher also used the formal address, calling students Mister or Miss, or the teacher might use the phrase “scholars.” In spite of the formality, it was still a room full of young people with high spirits and the usual pranks.


Throughout the day, the teacher would work with students grouped in at least three or four levels. Each level would spend ten or fifteen minutes on a subject, usually at the recitation bench next to the teacher’s desk or at the blackboard while others did their seatwork. The beginning reading levels would work with the teacher once in the morning and again in the afternoon. On Friday afternoons, the class would spend the last half hour competing in the weekly spelling bee. At the end of each day, the teacher would name one or two students to help clean the schoolhouse and prepare it for the next morning.

Teachers in the late 19th century were usually young, just out of school themselves, often in their late teens and sometimes younger than some of their students. The teacher in a one-room school was a one-person staff. In addition to the classroom duties, there were administrative, maintenance, nursing, and counseling chores as well. This meant long, busy days of hard work and evenings preparing for the next day’s labor. School boards expected teachers to focus all their attention on teaching duties, strict standards of behavior were required from all teachers. 

School boards hired both men and women, sometimes preferring men to control the older boys in the schools and to do the heavy winter chores. Generally teaching was not considered a suitable profession for men however, a young college man might take off a year or so to teach in order to support his own studies. Rarely did men make a career of teaching in one-room country schools. Even though women teachers could be hired for less money, there was usually at least one board member who wondered if their ability to teach was of a quality equal to men’s. 

Women were more apt to spend many years teaching in the small rural schools. Teaching was a respectable alternative for women. But they could not marry; it was considered unseemly and distracting from their duties. If the teacher were a local woman, she could live at home with her family; otherwise, she was expected to board with the families of their students, moving frequently from one home to the next. Generally this meant that the teacher shared a room with the children and had no privacy at all. They gave up much of their individual freedom by living and teaching in these communities. As schools consolidated, many preferred the larger schools or those of cities where they could earn better salaries and have a private life.


For all of this, rural teachers received low pay, no benefits and no job security, School boards hired teachers for only one term at a time and the least hint of impropriety was grounds for dismissal. Records from Kingfisher show that in 1894 male teachers received $30 per month and female $20. By 1907, the wage had increased to $50 per month. The dedication of those teachers who persevered is hard to imagine. It is doubtful that any of us would want to relive the reality of those times. Yet the character and strengths of those individuals create in us a respect and admiration that is enduring.

THE SCHOOLHOUSE PROGRAM


We have designed this program for elementary students both to stimulate their curiosity and to help them develop a sense of history. We want any suggestions you might have. If you have any questions about the program or packet materials, please call the Education Director at 235-4058. If you want to see the schoolhouse and the McGuffey’s Readers before your visit, call to make arrangements.

Opening Exercises

In the 19th century, the teacher called students to class by ringing a bell. Students formed two lines, one of boys and one of girls. At Stoney Point, there is a hand bell for the teacher to ring to call the students to class. There are two doors, so boys and girls can line up separately and enter at the same time. They should stand by their desks to recite the original version of the Pledge. Students will not take their seats until they receive permission from the teacher to do so. 

Reading

In territorial Oklahoma the reading texts varied considerably in any given classroom. The most common books were McGuffey’s Eclectic Readers, a series beginning with a Primer and continuing through the Sixth level. The teachers worked with students reading in small groups by level. The teacher would call for a group (designated A, B, or C) in the following manner: “Group A, Turn…Rise…Pass.” The students would turn in their seats, stand in the aisle. Then walk to the recitation bench at the front of the room. There they would sit and read along silently as each stood and read aloud to the teacher. 


Stoney Point has a set of McGuffey’s Readers for use in the schoolhouse. Today’s students sometimes find them more difficult than the level suggests and you might assign them readings from a text numbered one grade level lower.

Penmanship

By the end of the 19th century, the Palmer method of business writing was the most commonly taught system. The push-pull, oval and circle exercises required daily practice to perfect execution. Good penmanship, like good elocution, was valued and aspired to by most people. Parents expected their children to practice their handwriting diligently. In business, records were still kept by hand, so clear handwriting was a necessary skill for anyone who wanted work other than farm or manual labor. 
During the penmanship period at Stoney Point, have your students practice the Palmer Drills as they appear on the classroom slates. Using their best writing, have the students copy the maxim at the end of the Penmanship lesson. Samples of penmanship exercises follow on the next page:
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Arithmetic

In arithmetic especially, teachers relied on drilling and rote memory work. The student who could recite the multiplication table through twelve times both forwards and backwards was the envy of all others. Teachers emphasized the ability to figure problems in you’re your head. They drilled students aloud and expected them to use “mental arithmetic” to arrive at the answers. Word problems were practical, focusing on concepts that students would need for daily life – figuring production of bushels per acre, food and clothing expenses for a family, gross and net profits, measurements for lay-out and construction, interest on borrowed money, etc.


Explain the practical needs of arithmetic in terms of 19th century life and the necessity of being able to figure quickly in your head. There were no adding machines, calculators or printed cash register receipts. Everyone had to figure for themselves in order to charge or pay the correct amount.



At Stoney Point School, there will be slates, slate pencils and rags for the students to use during their arithmetic drills. There will be an arithmetic book on the teacher’s desk for you to use but it will probably go more smoothly if you develop problems at your class’s working level.

On the following pages are problems that the teacher can copy and use in the Stoney Point classroom. Place the copies in a book to simulate the arithmetic book that he or she might use in 1897. If a Harn Homestead Museum staff member will be teaching the Schoolhouse, please do not give students the answers to these problems in advance as it spoils the fun for both the student and the Schoolmarm or Master.

“Mental” Arithmetic

From Hall’s The Arithmetic Primer.
1. Albert paid $.25 for mittens and $.12 for a tie. For both he paid ____ cents.

2. From a can of milk containing 27 quarts, 12 quarts were sold. There remained in the can ___ quarts.

3. A family used 5 quarts of milk each day. In 5 days this family used ___ quarts.

4. Alfred divided a piece of copper wire 25 inches long into 5 equal pieces. Each piece was ___ inches long.

5. If 13 feet be cut off from a rope 36 feet long, the remainder will be ___ feet long.

6. Two dozen and 5 eggs are ___ eggs.

7. Nine yards and 1 foot are ___ feet.

8. Two years and 6 months are ___ months.

9. Two dimes and 9 cents are ___ cents.

10. A man paid $4.00 for tickets that cost $.50 each. He bought ___ tickets.

11. A farmer had 250 sheep. He bought 52 more, He then had ___ sheep.

12. Willie left school at 10 minutes past 2 and was absent 15 minutes. He returned at ___ minutes past 2.

13. A boy earned 5 cents an hour. To earn 30 cents he must work ___ hours.

14. A train moves at the rate of 23 miles an hour. In 3 hours it moves ___ miles.

15. Marie paid 35 cents for a book and 11 cents for paper. For both she paid ___.

16. A farmer had 35 sheep in one pen and 6 in another. In both pens there were ___ sheep.

17. An orchard had 3 rows of trees, with 7 trees in each row. In all there were ___ trees.

18. Mr. Boston divided 24 quarts of milk among some customers, giving each 1 gallon. There were ___ customers.

19. At 2 cents each, how many oranges can you buy for 10 cents?

More “Mental” Arithmetic

1. Slates cost 8 cents each. How much would it cost to buy 30 slates?

2. A carriage costs $87 and a horse $50. How much would it cost to by them both?

3. A guitar costs $8.65 and a banjo costs $6.35. How much more does a guitar cost?

4. Pencils are 12 cents a dozen. What is the price of one pencil?

5. Stereoscope view cards are 5 cents each. How much are 75 cards?

6. A bicycle costs $67.00, ice skates $.65 a pair, rocking horses $1.80, a dozen marbles $.35, a top $.03 and a toy train $.50. What it cost to buy all these toys? 

7. A man is 53 years old this year – 1897. In what year was he born?

8. There are 24 students in the class and only 8 desks. How many students sit at each desk?

9. In the 1889 Land Run, the first train left Arkansas City at 8:47 a.m. and the eighth train left at 12:20 p.m. How much time elapsed between the two departures?

10. It takes 3 bushels of oat seeds to plant an acre. How many bushels will it take to plant 75 acres?

11. The President of the United States makes $50,000 a year. If he completes a 4 year term, how much money did he earn?

12. A barrel of rice weighs 600 pounds. A barrel of flour weighs 169 pounds. How much heavier is a barrel of rice?

13. 640 acres is a square mile or a section. A homestead is 160 acres. How many homesteads are there in a square mile?

14. To measure the height of a horse you use a “hand” which is 4 inches. How tall is a horse which is 16 hands at the shoulder?

15. Potatoes are $1.12 a bushel. How much will 14 bushels cost?

16. A pound of steel wire used for making watch springs is $4.00. How much would a manufacturer pay to buy 17 pounds of wire?

17. A garden measures 25 feet on two sides and 50 feet on two sides. How many feet of fencing will it take to enclose the garden?

Arithmetic – Slate (Written) Exercises

1. It is 1897. They signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776. How many years ago?

2. Abigail bought 36 yards of muslin, 24 yards of calico and 12 yards of serge. How many yards of material did she buy?

3. A 320 acre farm near McLoud is selling for $2,000. What is the price per acre?

4. An office assistant makes $2 an hour. What is his daily salary if he works 8 hours?

5. A man paid $8.50 for a suit, 25 cents for a shirt on sale, $1.75 for shoes. How much did he pay for his clothes?

6. Hens cost 50 cents each. To buy 24 hens you would pay ___. Eggs sell for 8 cents a dozen. If each hen laid 1 egg a day, you would gather ___ eggs per week. Each week you could sell your eggs for $ ___. 

7. Table clothes cost 65 cents and napkins are 50 cents a dozen. How much would it cost to buy your mother a new tablecloth and 6 napkins?

8. Lace curtains cost 75 cents a pair. You need curtains for 15 windows. How much will they cost?

9. The opera house has 75 seats for 30 cents each. 150 seats for 20 cents each, and 200 seats for 10 cents each. What is the income from a full house?

10. A four room house rents for $6.00 per month. How much rent would you pay in 6 month? 1 year? 4 years?

11. Each meal in a restaurant costs 15 cents and a hotel room is $2.00 a day. A salesman stayed in Oklahoma City for 3 days. How much did he spend? 

12. In 1896 Utah became the 45th state. The stars on the new flag are arranged in 6 rows. There are 3 rows with 8 stars each. The other 3 rows each have ___ stars.

13. It takes the cream from 5 gallons of milk to churn 1 pound of butter. Butter sells for 10 cents a pound. How many gallons of milk must have to make 30 cents by selling the butter you have churned?
*Due to time constraints, the following are not incorporated into the Schoolhouse program as it is taught by Harn Homestead Staff members, but we encourage you to use this information in your programs prior to or following your field trip:

 Oklahoma History and Geography

Nineteenth century teachers taught history and geography primarily as an accumulation of facts. Once again, drilling and memorization were the main teaching tools. In geography, cardinal directions and the states which bounded each other were emphasized along with the principal rivers, mountain ranges, cities and other features. Also important were the identification of natives in a given area and the area’s economic features. The focus of history was political in nature and memorization of presidents, wars and other important events was stressed. 

As the Stoney Point teacher, plan your history and geography lessons from the historical material as oral drills with both written and oral responses from the students. This is an outline; please feel free to include more details as you desire.

Physiology

In studying physiology, the primary focus was the human body, its health and the factors which affected health. Clean water and pure air were recognized as being important to good health, so Physiology also included some aspect of the physical sciences. Once again, memorization and drill served to instill the basic factual information about the body. Teachers emphasized personal hygiene and cleanliness such as daily brushing of the teeth, washing the body, and daily ex4ercise.


Another purpose for studying Physiology was to educate students about the harmful effects of alcohol, drugs and tobacco. The strength of the Temperance Union after the 1880s influenced many school boards to require a certain percentage of time devoted to this topic. (Carrie Nation, leader of the prohibition movement, actually lived in Guthrie from 1902-1903, again from 1904-1906, and returned often until 1910 to promote her cause.) In the late 19th century, drug use in this country was rampant and was actually promoted by the medical establishment itself. Opiates such as laudanum, morphine and codeine were commonly prescribed for “nerves” and many middle and upper class women were addicted to these calmatives. At the same time, patent medicines often contained one of the opiates, so almost everyone in the country took the drugs at some time in their life. Others became addicted as doctors prescribed the drugs for chronic pain.


The most popular drug by far at this time was cocaine. It was first used to alleviate the widespread addictions to alcohol and opiates. Its effects also included mental sharpness, high energy and good spirits. These characteristics caused both the medical and lay population to regard cocaine as beneficial. It was available on the open market in many forms. Most cola drinks contained cocaine and did coca leaf cigarettes, inhalants, pills and ointments, sprays, tinctures, teas and liqueurs. Peddlers sold pure cocaine door-to-door, employers gave it to their employees to boost production, and it was the official remedy of the American Hay Fever Association. Truly the “drug of choice,” cocaine addiction was prevalent throughout the United States by the turn of the century. However, doctors and scientists were beginning to recognize the addiction and cocaine’s harmful effects by the late 1890s. They began to warn the population of the problem and its national extent. This began a national drive that expanded fully in the early 20th century causing laws prohibiting cocaine use to be passed.


In 1897, teachers would have been including this kind of information in their Physiology lessons. At Stoney Point you can include substance abuse information if that is part of your program. The parallels between then and now relating to substance abuse, interest in health and exercising are worth discussing.

Orthography (Spelling)

As in arithmetic, drilling and memory work were the key elements in teaching spelling. The teacher drilled all students daily. Elocution was stressed along with correct spelling, and enunciation was an important part of the instruction. On Friday afternoons the various levels participated in Spelling Bees at the end of the day, everyone looked forward to the weekly spell down – the better prepared with more eagerness than those less prepared. Spelling bees were not only classroom activities but were also included in school programs and other community gatherings. The contests were intense and the challenges tool on real importance for the spellers. Webster’s Blue Back Speller and McGuffey’s Eclectic Spelling Book were the usual texts.


Before your arrival at Stoney Point, drill the students with spelling works from the activity list. Use those words for the Spelling Bee along with a few more difficult words to use as tie-breakers. Divide the class into two teams. Bring both teams to the front of the room and line them up facing each other. Say each word, use it in a sentence and then repeat the word. The speller must then pronounce it again. If the speller does not pronounce the word before and after spelling it, or does not indicate and essential capital letter, or misspells the word, then the speller sits down. Alternate the words between the teams. Offer a missed word to the next speller on the other team. The last speller left standing is the winner.

Lesson Suggestions and Activity Sheets

Pledge of Allegiance
After entering the schoolhouse each morning, students recited the Pledge of Allegiance. This was still fairly new and was not used universally. It first appeared in Youth Companion magazine in 1892. The original wording was modified in 1923 and the words “under God” were added in 1954. Often a hymn or a patriotic song such as “America the Beautiful” was sung.


As a pre-visit activity, present this version of the Pledge of Allegiance to the students. Discuss the differences of the version used today. How has it changed? Practice this version for your trip to Stoney Point Schoolhouse.



I pledge allegiance to my flag and to the republic for which it stands; one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Maxims
After the Pledge, there might be a Bible reading or a discussion of the moral lesson for the day. These moral lessons, called maxims, might be quotations from sources such as the Bible, literature or Benjamin Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac.

Before coming to the Stoney Point Schoolhouse, hand out the list of maxims. Have each student select and memorize one to recite in response to roll cal at Stoney Point. Discuss the meanings of the maxims and the social values they reflect. Are they valid today?

A penny saved is a penny earned. *** Knowledge is the only jewel that will not decay. *** A friend in need is a friend indeed. *** Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. *** To talk without thinking is to shoot without aiming. *** Empty wagons make the most noise. *** Speech is silver, silence golden; Speech sows, silence reaps. *** Little said is soonest mended. *** Loss of temper is loss of sense. *** When Passion comes in at the door, Wisdom leaps out of the window. *** Mind unemployed is mind unenjoyed. *** Spare the rod, spoil the child. *** No greater crime than loss of time. *** A stitch in time saves nine. *** Do the best and leave the rest. *** No termination without determination. *** Willing comes before working. *** Man’s work is from sun to sun. Woman’s work is never done. *** Prefer old heads and young hands. *** If wishes were horses, beggars might ride. *** Despise school and remain a fool. *** No sweet without some sweat. *** A light heart, a light task; a heavy heart, a heavy hand. *** What cannot be cured must be endured. *** An idle brain is the devil’s workshop. *** One lie needs seven to wait upon it. *** Too many cooks make the soup too salt. *** A good reputation is a fair estate. *** He that is full of himself is empty. *** Give many your hand but few your head. *** From saving comes having. *** To read and not know is to plow and not sow.  *** Education is the chief defense of nations. *** Experience is the father of Wisdom and Memory the brother. *** Once bit, twice shy. *** An old ox makes a straight furrow. *** Take not a spear to kill a fly. 

A Brief History of Oklahoma Territorial to 1897
Oklahoma’s history stretches back fifteen or twenty thousand years beginning with prehistoric Clovis and Folsom peoples, later, the more advanced mound builders, and then nomadic plains tribes, who were living throughout the area when the first Europeans arrived. In 1541 Francisco Vasquez de Coronado led the first exploration into Oklahoma, and throughout the 16th and 17th centuries exposure to Europeans became more frequent with French and Spanish explorations in the New World.  With the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, Oklahoma became a part of the American southwestern frontier. During the next 50 years, Indians from 60 different tribes were resettled there from the southeast. Oklahoma became known as Indian Territory. Each of the Five Civilized Tribes – Choctaw, Cherokee, Creek, Chickasaw, and Seminole – established a Republic in Indian Territory with its own political structure and direct relationship with the federal government.


When the Civil War began in 1861, Indian units formed and fought for both the North and the South. After the war and the Reconstruction treaties, the federal government bought back large portions of unsettled lands and designated it as Unassigned Lands for future Indian settlement. Widespread economic disruption and social dislocation caused people to look at the Unassigned Lands as the last farming frontier in the country, and the Boomers led by Colonel Payne from Kansas began to pressure Congress to open the lands to non-Indian settlement. In 1889, President Benjamin Harrison proclaimed the opening of the Unassigned Lands by a run on 22 April 1889.


The Land Run of 1889 and subsequent runs, allotments and lotteries brought more settlers from every walk of life and a wide variety of ethnic backgrounds to Oklahoma Territory. The post-war displacement of people included both white southerners who wanted to begin anew and black freedmen who were looking for their first start and many took advantage of this chance. European immigrants also formed a large percentage of those who settled Oklahoma Territory, thus comprising a real mix and variety of people who brought their traditions and hopes to this newest and last farming frontier. 


The economy of the new territory was primarily agricultural although the towns that sprang up overnight offered a full range of business and professional services. In the early years, cotton was the main cash crop but later supplanted by wheat. Some fruits, especially peaches, were also a source of income with crops for livestock and gardens to feed each family’s needs. 


In 1897(the time of your reenactment), education was taken seriously with schools located on every third section, and Stoney Point School was founded. Queen Victoria celebrated her Diamond Jubilee, William McKinley was elected U. S. President, and the country has added Utah as the 45th state. Oklahoma Territory was prospering and the territorial government was demanding statehood but meeting resistance from Washington and the Indian Territory citizens. The early years were difficult, but in 1897 the weather and economy cooperated to produce an abundant harvest and high market prices. In 1896 the Dawes Act required the recording of all Indian citizens, and in 1897 the legislature passed a law, segregating schools by race.  Change was coming with growth and prosperity, and the future looked bright to the majority of the population but clouds forecast some stormy times for both the blacks and Indians in the Territories.

States, Capitols and Date of admission to the Union

Delaware, Dover, 1787



Missouri, Jefferson City, 1821

Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, 1787


Arkansas, Little Rock, 1836

New Jersey, Trenton, 1787



Michigan, Lansing, 1837

Georgia, Atlanta, 1788



Florida, Tallahassee, 1845

Connecticut, Hartford, 1788



Texas, Austin, 1845

Massachusetts, Boston, 1788



Iowa, Des Moines, 1846

Maryland, Annapolis, 1788



Wisconsin, Madison, 1848

South Carolina, Columbia, 1788


California, Sacramento, 1850

New Hampshire, Concord, 1788


Minnesota, St. Paul, 1858

Virginia, Richmond, 1788



Oregon, Salem, 1859

New York, Albany, 1788



Kansas, Topeka, 1858

North Carolina, Raleigh, 1789


West Virginia, Charleston, 1863

Rhode Island, Providence, 1790


Nevada, Carson City, 1864

Vermont, Montpelier, 1791



Nebraska, Lincoln, 1867

Kentucky, Frankfort, 1792



Colorado, Denver, 1889

Tennessee, Nashville, 1796



North Dakota, Bismarck, 1889

Ohio, Columbus, 1803



South Dakota, Pierre, 1889

Louisiana, Baton Rouge, 1812


Montana, Helena, 1889

Indiana, Indianapolis, 1816



Washington, Olympia, 1889

Mississippi, Jackson, 1817



Idaho, Boise, 1890

Illinois, Springfield, 1818



Wyoming, Cheyenne, 1890

Alabama, Montgomery, 1819



Utah, Salt Lake City, 1896

Maine, Augusta, 1820

Territories and Capitols

Arizona Territory, Prescott

Indian Territory (each nation’s council met separately)

New Mexico Territory, Santa Fe

Oklahoma Territory, Guthrie

Oklahoma Land Openings

Unassigned Lands


Land Run


22 April 1889

Tonkawa Lands


Allotment


1891

Iowa, Sac and Fox, Pottawatomie,


Shawnee Lands

Land Run


22 September 1891

Pawnee Lands



Allotment


1892

Cheyenne and Arapaho Lands
Land Run


19 April 1891

Cherokee Outlet Lands

Land Run


16 September 1893

Kickapoo Lands


Land Run


23 May 1895

Oklahoma Territory Map Work

The teacher may reproduce the maps below for class work prior to the visit to Stoney Point School, or the teacher may wish to draw the map on the Stoney Point School chalkboard and incorporate this as a lesson.

1. Identify the Indian Nations 

2. What natural feature forms the southern boundary?

3. Locate:
El Reno



Guthrie



Norman



Oklahoma City

4. Add: Rivers, trails, mountains and railroads (optional)

5. Label states that bound Oklahoma Territory on the North, East, South and West?

6. Label the area west of the dark line?

8. Label the area east of the dark line? 
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Spelling 


The spelling list contains many words related to the turn of the century. Your class will not be familiar with some of them. These words can be the springboard for discussions of life in the 1890s. Sometimes teachers picked a subject such as Flowers and made their spelling list from those words only. A few such lists are also included. Provide a list for your students to study for the spelling bee at Stoney Point.

lantern




preserves


churn

spectacles



stereoscope


homestead

handiwork



flatiron



corset

parlor




tinware



crockery

pantry




railroad


temperance

locomotion



wringer


mangle

damask



hoeing



brooch

melodeon



depot



cultivator

constitution



writing



territory

yoke




grindstone


tonic

suspenders



barrow



braided

calico




muslin



Cherokee

Ozarks




Canadian


braided

bonnet 




biscuits


schoolhouse

pulley 




baler



carriage

Flowers 



Herbs



Fruits

violet




lavender


apricot

rose




basil



apple

daisy




savory



orange

tulip




parsley



banana

daffodil



tansy



pear

iris




purslane


plum

nasturtium



catnip



cherry

hyacinth



marjoram


pineapple

cosmos



sage



grape

hollyhock



thyme



peach
Pre-visit Activities

General Introductory Materials for Students


The subjects taught at Stoney Point are Reading, Penmanship, & Arithmetic. The year of our program is 1897 and all materials will relate to that time.


The following activities are based on the introductory information in the packet. The discussions are expectation exercises for your students, and should give them enough information to formulate ideas about the reality of attending a one-room school. These expectations will be compared to the actual conditions as a post-visit activity.

Discussion: Describe a one-room school to the students. Detail the curriculum, the daily schedule, and the materials which were available in 1897. Explain to your students that there will not be enough desks for everyone and that some students will have to share. Desks are of different sizes and will not fit everyone. Why would this be so? Not all students will be using the same books. Why? Some lessons will be worked on individual slate boards rather than paper. Why? Have students draw the interior of the school as they visualize it.

Rules of Behavior

Have your students copy these rules during the days before your first visit as a cursive writing exercise.

1. All students will be polite and considerate, and will demonstrate good manners at all times.

2. Students will sit at their desks unless given permission to leave their seats.

3. Students will sit straight with both feet flat on the floor. Hands will be folded on the desk when not engaged in school work.

4. Students will raise their hands for permission to speak. When permission is granted, students will rise to their feet before speaking.

5. Students will not talk or pass notes among themselves.

6. Students will follow instructions and work without interruptions.

7. Students will not turn around in their seats, nor in any manner let their attention wander from their studies.

Clothing


Discuss the suggestions for modern clothes which would be appropriate for wear at Stoney Point with your students, show them any pictures which you think would help them visualize the styles of the 1890s, and send the sheet home to parents so they can plan clothes for the visit.


Dressing in the clothing of the period is the first step toward entering into the spirit of the past. Most of us have clothing we can modify to approximate the styles of the 1890s. Although this was the Victorian Era and clothes were very fancy, territorial Oklahoma was still a frontier and most rural families could not afford the latest fashions. Many children work hand-me-downs, well worn and often too large. Boys wore caps outside but removed them when entering a building. Girls covered their heads with bonnets to protect their skins from the sun.


With a little thought and planning, you can dress in the style of 1897 for your day at Stoney Point School. Below are some suggested ways to dress. Try not to wear such obviously modern clothing as athletic shoes, polo shirts and short skirts. Teacher, please do not wear high heels as they will damage the original floor boards of the historic schoolhouse.

Boys:
Dark pants or overalls *** white, plaid, or railroad striped shirts buttoned up to the throat *** suspenders would be great *** bandanas can be worn as neck scarves or handkerchiefs *** dark shoes and socks *** flat caps or straw hats.

Girls:
Mid-calf or ankle length skirts or dresses in calico prints or solid colors *** white blouses with high necks and long sleeves *** knee socks and dark shoes *** shawl *** bonnet *** handkerchief *** hair in braids.

Lunch buckets


Making lunch buckets is an optional activity but an effective one in conjunction with the Food discussion.

Materials needed: shortening cans, coffee cans, or half-gallon ice cream cartons; heavy string; dark colored construction paper, paste; scrap of cloth or cloth napkin for a cover.

Procedure:
1. Cover can with construction paper.

2. Punch two holes with a nail and hammer on opposite sides of the top of the container.

3. Cut the string between 18” and 20” and tie a knot at one end. Pull the string through the two holes to form a handle for the bucket and knot the other end.

4. Use a scrap of material to cover the food in the lunch bucket.

Food


A hundred years ago, most families grew and preserved their food. This was especially true of rural families who did not have stores nearby. In the winter and early spring, there were only a few fresh vegetables and fruits available. In the summer and fall when the crops ripened, food was more plentiful. Harvest was a busy time. The women and children worked all day drying, canning and preserving the produce from their gardens and fruit trees. Animals were slaughtered and the meat salted or canned to preserve it. In a good year, there was food for everyone. In a poor year, people had to be careful if they were to have enough food for the winter.


In their lunches children brought the fresh produce of the season or leftovers from an earlier meal. Some of the foods they ate would not seem very good to us. Lunch might be cold pancakes from breakfast, a piece of bread spread with lard and sugar, or a piece of cake but candy and sweet snacks were not a normal part of the diet. 


If you lived on a farm you would have a cow and could make butter and cheese from the milk. You probably hand pigs to slaughter for meat. What do you call the different cuts of meat from a pig? Would any of them make a good sandwich? Every farm had chickens and there were usually plenty of eggs. Territorial women baked many different kinds of breads. You could make a sandwich on a slice of loaf bread or a biscuit or a cold roll or even wrapped in a cold pancake.


There were lots of fruits and vegetables from the garden. Some, like peaches and green beans, were canned. The orchards generally had apple, cherry, peach, pear and plum trees. Do you think that there were bananas in Territorial Oklahoma? What about oranges? Apples and plumbs could be dried and eaten as a sweet. What do you call a dried plumb? You can keep apples fresh for a long time in the root cellar. Carrots and cabbage also stay fresh in a cold room. Garden vegetables are both canned and pickled. What kind of vegetable makes a pickle?


There were no plastic sandwich bags, thermoses or Styrofoam cups. Food was wrapped in cloth or butcher paper. Students had a tin cup or used the dipper in the classroom to get a drink of water.


From these clues, which of the following foods would be best to bring to Stoney Point School in your lunch bucket? Circle your choices.

Peanut butter sandwich * Soda pop * Pickles * Meat sandwich * Candy bar

Carrots * Apples * Bananas

Boxes of fruit juice * Twinkies * Cookies * Hard boiled egg * Fresh tomato

Potato chips * Cheese * Biscuits

Soup * Pudding * Dried fruit * Cucumber

Post-visit Activities

The following activities are suggestions that might be used in your classroom, after your visit to the Stoney Point Schoolhouse and the Harn Homestead Museum Tour. They are may be expanded or changed to fit your needs.

Territorial Education and Schools

Have students do research and create presentations (reports, posters, skits, multi-media, etc.) on the other areas of education and schools in the Oklahoma Territory, such as black education and Native American education with comparisons to today. Higher education in early Oklahoma might also be considered.


Discuss the opening exercises of schools today and yesterday, how they are the same and how different. The inclusion of religious activities is a major difference. 

Reading


Students will discover that the McGuffey’s Readers are quite different from modern texts. School lessons included not only educational materials but also emphasized the moral qualities and values necessary for youth to develop into responsible adults. Discuss this role of education in the past and compare it to the role of teachers and schools today.

Arithmetic


Have students create “Mental” Arithmetic problems that are applicable to today. 

History/Geography


Copy the map found in the Suggested Lessons and Activities and have the students locate and identify the features indicated. 


Find a map of the State of Oklahoma and delineate the geological areas on the map. Make a copy for each student. Place a sheet of waxed paper over the map and have the students fill in each area with salt dough to correspond with the areas. After the dough has dried, remove the hardened dough and glue onto a sheet of cardboard. Create a legend on the map. Individual maps should be about 8” by 11 ½ “.

Recipe for salt dough:

1. In several containers, mix equal parts table salt and wheat flour with enough water to make a paste.

2. Add a few drops of food color to each container. (You will need enough colors so that each area is a different color.

Physiology


Discuss and compare modern health concerns for students: tobacco, alcohol, drugs. Talk about nutrition and exercise as part of a healthy lifestyle.

Spelling


Occasionally, conduct spelling bees with words you use in your class studies.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANKS
Pick the correct word for each blank. The words are grouped by paragraphs.

Thomas and Elizabeth Ames were a brother and ____________ who lived in  _____________ Territory at the turn-of-the-century. Their new home was on the edge of Oklahoma City and was a Queen _________ style farmhouse. It was made of wood and ___________, with two stories and an ___________. Downstairs there was a front ___________, a family parlor, dining room and kitchen which were heated with a coal or ________ burning stove. Upstairs were the bedrooms and a wonderful new ___________ but there was no heat to keep them warm on a cold _____________ night.

attic
winter’s
parlor
sister
shingles

Oklahoma
wood
bathroom
Anne

The Ames children had a busy life. In the morning they got out of bead and dressed quickly. Thomas went downstairs and chopped some _____________ to start a fire in the kitchen __________ son his mother could cook breakfast. He took a bucket to the backyard well and brought in some ___________, then went to a shed where his father was milking a _________. Thomas carried the fresh milk back to the house for his mother to skim the __________ of the top so she could make ___________ later in the day. Meanwhile, Elizabeth had gone out to the henhouse to feed the _____________ and gather the ______. Mrs. Ames used the milk and eggs to make ____________ for breakfast.

cream
eggs
kindling
water
pancakes

chickens
cow
stove
 butter

After eating, Thomas and Elizabeth gathered their books and lunches for ___________. They ____________ a mile to a schoolhouse where one ______________ taught eight grades all in the same room. Thomas was in the 7th grade and Elizabeth in the 4th but they studied side by side sharing a ___________. Thomas was able to help Elizabeth with her __________ and she learned by listening to the older ___________recite. They studied reading, __________, Oklahoma history and geography, and penmanship. Every Friday afternoon they competed in a _________________.

arithmetic
lessons

walked

students

desk

school

spelling bee

teacher

In the evening after supper, the family gathered in the parlor. While Mr. Ames read the paper, the children did their ______________. And Mrs. Ames ____________ socks or worked on a new _____________ she was making for Elizabeth. When the children had finished their lessons, they got out the _____________ and view cards to look at the pictures. Other evenings the family gathered around the ________________ and sang their favorite songs, or looked through the photo _____________ remembering the celebrations and pointing out family and friends. There were also lots of games to play, ____________ to guess and ____________ to put together. At 9:00 o’clock, Mr. Ames would bank the fire in the stove and everyone would go upstairs to bed snuggling under their _____________ to keep warm.

piano

dress

homework

comforters

puzzles

album

stereoscope

darned

riddles

AFTER YOUR VISIT

List 3 things you did not see in the Harn Home that you have in your house.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What items, if any, in the Harn Home served the same purpose as those 3 things.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List 3 things that make a woman’s housework easier today.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did you see in the Harn Home that you would like to have in your house?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you have liked to live at the turn-of-the-century? Why?

Housekeeping Checklists

Arrival


Classes booked for the morning session should arrive at the Harn Homestead entrance: 1721 N. Lincoln Blvd., shortly before 10 a.m. The teacher should have the admission fees collected and the number of students and the number of adults calculated. If your school prefers to write a check for the amount, it should be made out to: Harn Homestead Museum. There should be two adults accompanying the class. Stop at the entrance to register your class. A staff member will prepare the students for the day at the picnic tables near the Harn House. 

Facilities

The Harn Homestead Museum has 6 historical buildings and a cedar and stone exhibit barn on a 9.4 acre campus. Throughout the grounds you will find interpretive signs that give information about that specific area. Many of the artifacts in the Exhibit Barn are identified and explained briefly. You will also find more information concerning the time period that the Harn Homestead Museum covers.
The Shinn Barn is the large red barn closest to the front gate entrance. Students must be supervised during their activities in all indoor and outdoor sections of the barn. Programming is both indoor and outdoor for the Shinn Barn.

The Farmhouse is the pink house adjacent to the Shinn Barn. Activities are primarily indoors with seasonal outdoor activities. Students must be supervised in each room of the Farmhouse.

The Stoney Point Schoolhouse is located in the southwest corner of the Harn Homestead property. The public restrooms are in the middle of the site, some distance from the Barn, Farmhouse, and Schoolhouse. An adult chaperone should accompany students to the restroom area from all three buildings.

Harn Homestead Museum

Stoney Point School 

Checklist

Preparation for your visit
1. ___ Read all Schoolhouse Program materials.

2. ___ Prepare class for their trip to Stoney Point School: clothing, lunch, materials, rules, etc.

3. ___ Review spelling list and arithmetic problems in curriculum guide. Revise if necessary.

4. ___ Plan lessons you will use. Use suggestions in guide.

5. ___ Review Museum guidelines.

Take to the museum

1. ___ Collected fees with number of students and adults attending recorded.

2. ___ Lunch, drinks and blankets or quilts to sit on.

3. ___ Schoolhouse Program curriculum guide and additional material you may have developed if you are teaching the Schoolhouse

At the museum

1. ___ Check in at the Admissions Office. Students to remain on the bus.

2. ___ After all fees have been paid, unload students from bus and line them up at the front gate.

End of session
1. ___ All trash picked up, 

2. ___ Slates and books should be placed back in the desk with cloths and chalk in chalk tray

3. ___ All toys returned to proper places in Farmhouse with balls and cups untangled and game pieces matched with the appropriate game.

4. ___ All outside toys returned neatly to storage shed. Make sure there are no toys left on grounds.

Instructions for Chaperones (Teachers/Parents)

(Teachers: copy and give to parents on day of field trip to Museum)


Harn Homestead’s Schoolhouse/Harn Tour Program is a hands-on, activity-centered experience. The main concept is for students participate in activities and lessons to gain the understanding of what education meant to homesteaders in Oklahoma. As chaperones, you will experience the flavor of territorial education while overseeing the students. Please sit quietly in the schoolhouse or on the porch of the schoolhouse. Students must not be left unattended. Reminder: Remember: This is a museum.

At the Harn Homestead Museum

1. Arrive and follow group to introduction area. 

2. Introduction for students by Harn Staff.

3. Students will be divided into equal groups with no more than 35 in each group.

4. Classes will go to the schoolhouse, barn, or farmhouse.

5. At 11:30 or 12:00 depending on class size, students will gather for lunch 

6. At 1:30 the school will board the buses for departure.

The teacher will assign you a group of 10 students or less. You will be responsible for:

1. Accompanying students to the restroom when needed.

2. Monitor students during lunch. Students must be in sight at all times. 
3. Monitor games. Games must be used on the north side of the schoolhouse only. Please keep games in this area; if students are past the gazebo area, they are too far.

4. Monitor students as games are put away neatly. Staff will check the games, if need be students may be asked to put them away neatly again.

5. Leading your group to the Harn General Store, if participating.

6. Supervising student whenever not in program.

Student Guidelines
Please read the following guidelines to your students before arriving at the museum. Make sure the adults who accompany your class are aware of these guidelines and their responsibility in supervision of your class.

1. The buildings are very old – almost 100 hundred years old! Open and shut doors gently and walk quietly. Handle all items gently.

2. Some of the buildings have ropes. Please do not step beyond these.

3. The wagons, farm implements and equipment are fragile and some are dangerous, so no one is allowed to climb on them or misuse them in any way.

4. As you tour the grounds, please walk. DO NOT RUN! Stay with your teacher or assigned adult leader at all times.

5. Please do not disturb other school groups in their programs. You may observe their activities quietly
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